An Italian Biomedical Publications Database by De Robbio, Antonella et al.
Disciplinary sphere of biomedical—veterinary journals
actually considered
(1871 journals)
Medical
74%
Medical and 
veterinary
7%
Veterinary
9%
Paramedical
4%
Health sector
6%
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Biomedical journals published in Italy, consulted via international data bases
Journals indexed by only one data base
Sources consulted
Catalogues
ISSN Compact, on CD-Rom
SERFILE on SilverPlatter, on CD-Rom
ULRICH’S on Disc, on CD-Rom
Catalogo dei periodici italiani
BNI, on CD-Rom
CASSI, on CD-Rom
Consultation of internet sites
ACNP
Biomedical E-Journals, on AIB-WEB
Consultation of various search engines
the development
of a data base
of published
biomedical journals
in Italy
Ministry of Health n. 99017
the
 qu
est
ion
Wh
ich
 so
urc
es o
f in
for
ma
tio
n d
o m
edi
cal
, pa
ram
edi
cal
 an
d v
ete
rin
ary
 pe
rso
nal
 
con
sul
t fo
r th
eir
 res
ear
ch?
Wh
ere
 ca
n th
ey 
obt
ain
 bib
liog
rap
hic
  in
for
ma
tion
?
Int
ern
atio
nal
  sc
ien
tifi
c p
rod
uct
ion
 is 
sur
ely
 the
 ma
in s
our
ce.
Ho
we
ver
  75
% o
f th
e It
alia
n li
tera
tur
e is
 no
t in
clu
ded
 in 
thi
s.
Th
e n
ece
ssa
ry 
too
ls a
re n
ot a
vai
lab
le f
or 
Ital
ian
 sci
ent
ists
 
to a
rriv
e a
t th
e  i
nfo
rm
atio
n c
ont
ain
ed 
wit
hin
.
Th
e la
ck 
of  
spa
ce a
nd
 are
as i
n w
hic
h s
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ata
 are
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ted
 red
uce
s th
e im
por
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ce o
f th
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sea
rch
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ried
 ou
t an
d e
nd
ang
ers
 a r
ich
 cu
ltu
re a
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dy 
thr
eat
ene
d b
y a
ngl
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rica
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red
om
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nce
.
Ou
r re
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, to
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eig
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.
Th
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on,
 on
 the
 pa
rt o
f th
e It
alia
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ute
s, f
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hei
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 lite
rat
ure
 
hin
der
s It
alia
n r
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arc
h a
nd
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nal
ise
s th
e la
rge
 sp
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ers
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ish
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 in 
the
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wn
 lan
gua
ge.
If o
ne 
wr
ites
 in 
 Ita
lian
 or
 in 
Ital
ian
 bio
me
dic
al a
nd
 ve
teri
nar
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nal
s 
the
re i
s a 
del
ay 
in t
he 
dif
fus
ion
 of 
the
 sci
ent
ific
 me
ssa
ge,
wh
ich
 be
com
es f
urt
her
 ag
gra
vat
ed 
if t
he 
jou
rna
ls a
re n
ot a
vai
lab
le o
n th
e In
tern
et.
wh
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hou
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one
?
the answer
The data base of the published biomedical journals in Italy!
…what is proposed:
- to guarantee access to diffuse and comprehensive information relative to  
biomedical, clinical, veterinary, zootechnical and environmental material 
produced in Italy;
- to give emphasis to Italian publications within 
the biomedical and veterinary fields 
making them available on the Internet;
- to, as a consequence, invert the migratory flux 
of  publications by Italian researchers, 
clinicians and veterinary scientists 
from international to Italian journals
at the moment in which they become part
of the international biomedical archive.institutes involved
Administered by the Library of ‘Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 
della Lombardia e dell’Emilia Romagna’ based in Brescia, 
the following institutes partecipate in the project:
the Library of ‘Istituto Ortopedico Gaetano Pini’
di Milano;
the Library of ‘Seminario di Matematica 
dell’Università degli Studi di Padova’.
the Library of ‘Istituto Zooprofilattico del Lazio 
e della Toscana’ based in Roma.
set-up timeThe project officially started 1st February 2001
and will last for two years.
The creation of a data base of published 
biomedical and veterinary articles in Italy, 
which is comprehensive, precise 
and punctually up-dated
with the intention to be
manteined in the long term.
intende
d users
The inte
nded us
ers of th
e projec
t are all
 employ
ees 
within t
he biom
edical a
nd veter
inary se
ctor:
- doctor
s,  veter
inary do
ctors an
d  biolo
gists;
- param
edics;
- patien
ts;
- resear
ch scien
tists;
- recent
 gradua
tes, post
-gradua
tes and 
other  u
niversit
y emplo
yees;
- librari
ans and
 compu
ter scien
tists wit
hin 
the biom
edical a
nd vete
rinary f
ields;
- the res
earch in
stitutes 
and wh
oever is
 interest
ed in us
ing 
the Inte
rnet to d
ivulge a
nd recei
ve biblio
graphic
 informa
tion.
discipli
nary sp
heres
Apart fr
om spec
ialised b
iomedic
al and v
eterinar
y journa
ls,
the belo
w listed
 related
 areas a
re cover
ed in th
e data b
ase:
• health
 service
 assistan
ce and a
dminist
ration;
• altern
ative me
dicine;
• nursin
g;
• social
-health
problem
s;
• enviro
nment, 
hygiene
and pol
lution.
development of the project
Having chosen suitable software,
two objectives should be considered:
1) the creation of a data base containing 
bibliographic records of the biomedical journals 
published in Italy;
2) the creation of a data base containing the index of the above
included journals from 1995 onwards.
The biomedical journals will be catalogued and indexed
according to international standards.
To form an electronic archive with a system of  Information Retrieval 
as an open platform so that data can be exchanged 
between regional and national systems already existing.
Searching will be possible in a free language for each of the words used.
Consultation of the databases will be possible via searches on-line using the Internet.
set-up phases
- Inventory of the Italian biomedical journals
- Creation of the data base of the journals
- Analysis of the Italian journals present on international data bases
- Choice of the journals to consult
- Contact with editors
- Creation and implementation of the data base of the published journals
- Publication of the project and loading it into the Internet. 
- Conclusion of the project, controlling and analysing feedback
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